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WHO WAS REALLY !N OSWALD’S GRAVE? Part One • by Gary Mack 

Even after the October 4, 1981 exhumation, some researchers still wondered if the Oswald imposter theory had 
really been laid to rest. And as usually happens with the Kennedy case, a significant new question has surfaced. 

When Dallas County Medical Examiner Earl Rose autopsied Oswald at Parkland Hospital in 1963, he perform- 
ed a craniotomy— the cutting off of the top and rear portion of the skull to remove the brain for examination. 
Eighteen years later some observers saw no trace of such an operation, leading to speculation that the skull was 
not that of the man killed by Jack Ruby. Furthermore, since new dental x-rays matched those taken of the real 
Oswald by the Marines, US Government complicity in switching bodies or records seems a possibility. 

So that the record is clear on this intriguing situation, here is hojw the story has evolved: 

Less than two months after the pathologists concluded that the body was the real Lee Harvey Oswald, a friend 
of Jack White called him with a strange story. The friend’s relative had overheard a conversation among some 
employees of Baylor Medical Center, site of the body examination. A nurse had mentioned that many Baylor 
employees knew that the body was not Oswald and that the FBI had been at Baylor for three days prior to the ex- 
humation (one month earlier the Dallas FBI did contact Michael Eddowes’ attorney, Jerry Pittman, and asked if an 
agent could be present— Pittman thought it would be OK, but the Bureau never recontacted him). Since the 
relative did not know the nurse’s name, further investigation seemed impossible. 

One month later, In January 1982, Jack was at a Texas Christian University basketball game when he was ap- 
proached by Paul Groody, the mortician who prepared Oswald for burial in 1963. Groody, who had met Jack one 
time some ten years earlier, remembered his interest in the assassination and picked Jack as the first person to 
hear his story. He toid Jack that the skull may have been switched because no saw marks were visible and the 
“skull cap,” which normally comes loose, remained completely intact. He also believed the body was the same 
because he recognized the positions of the hands and rings, and found the plastic viscera bag still inside the 
chest cavity (the use of a plastic bag for the autopsied organs was a fairly new procedure in 1963). 

Groody reached his conclusions after discussions with his friend and 1963 assistant Alan Baumgardner. Alan 
now owns the old Miller Funeral Home where he and Groody prepared Oswald’s body in 1963. Both were present 
for the exhumation and part of the later examination because exhumations must legally be handled by an officer 
of the state. It was also assumed they would notice any significant discrepancy. While both concurred in their 
suspicions, neither wanted to go public and start something which may very well have a simple explanation. 
Both men were frightened by the implications and Groody seriously considered making a deposition for release 
by his attorney after his death. All they wanted was for someone to investigate the possibility of a switch and, if 
confirmation was needed, they would supply it. 

When Jack related Groody’s story to me, 1 contacted him for further details. Fortunately, he had heard my 
name, and once I said Jack and i were good friends, he repeated what he knew. Again he declined to go public 
and urged me to get someone to investigate. 

My first step was to pass the facts on to our newsroom at KXAS-TV, the Dallas/Fort Worth NBC affiliate. Unfor- 
tunately, they were just as skeptical as all the other news operations in this area— hundreds of Kennedy stories 
have led to nothing, trouble, or both. But without documentation, I couldn’t really blame them. 

in February i contacted the office of Dr. Linda Norton, who headed the examination team. She had promised a 
report for the Journal of Forensic Science and I figured she was still in the process of writing it. My only ques- 
tions involved the release date of the report and whether or not the skull had any marks on it. Through her assis- 
tant, Norton said two or three months for the report and no comment on any specifics. 

By early summer the report had still not appeared and we were no closer to solving this riddle than before. 
Jack and I then turned to former newspaper reporter Jim Marrs. Jim had become a journalist and freelance 
writer, still maintained a keen interest in the assassination, and quickly decided to get involved. 

His first call was to Groody to see if he’d give him the same information. But Groody, who had been interview- 
ed before by Marrs, wasn’t talking to the “news media.” He did suggest that Marrs contact Dr. Norton. 

This time, Norton was able to talk directly. She still wouldn’t go into any details, but when asked about her 
report, she said it was still being written and she didn’t know when it would be completed or published. When 
Jim asked if they had noticed a craniotomy, she immediately replied “Oh yes, we noted it for the record.” 

We were quite puzzled by her answer. Groody and Baumgardner weren’t beginners at their trade. Collectively 
they’ve seen thousands of “craniais” and they knew what it should look like. On November 25, 1963, Groody, 
with Baumgardner’s assistance, removed the skull cap, prepped the inside, replaced it, then sewed the scalp 
closed. No pins, wires or glue were used. Both men knew that the skull cap usually falls off in the coffin after the 
skin has decomposed. During the examination the skull was handled many times and at some point the cap 
should have separated. But it didn’t, and the mystery continued. 



Then, on November 19, 1982, Jim Marrs appeared on a WFAA-AM radio talk show for the 19th anniversary. A 
caller who identified himself as “Mike” said Jim had been in his office and had mentioned a discrepancy with the 
skull at the time of the exhumation. When he asked Jim to explain further, Jim declined, saying that he would 
have to name names and sources, and he was not in a position to do that. Curiously, Jim had no knowledge of 
“Mike” and didn’t recognize his voice. 

But another caller knew the story and proceeded to reveal the basic facts. He said his brother used to work for 
Alan Baumgardner, and the brother had passed along the story. Now it was out in the open, and Jim, knowing of 
Groody s promise of silence unless someone else broke the story, used the opportunity to fill in some of the 
background and ramifications. The program host, Mel Bailey, asked Jim only one question: “Now this is a 
funeral director, not a medical technician?” Jim answered yes, and the host went to a commercial. 

Had Bailey understood the issue, WFAA-AM could have followed up on this information. But once again, the 
news media failed to pursue what may be a significant breakthrough. Fortunately, other news people have been 
checking out this incredible story; so far, there’s more evidence supporting a skull or body switch than there is 
for Norton’s opinion. 

Investigations are quietly continuing, and next month, Part 2 will include the observations at Rose Hill 
Cemetery and Baylor, the actions of Linda Norton, and the further attempts to resolve this issue. Meanwhile, ask 
anyone who’s been through medical school, including your family physician, about the simple craniotomy (or 
cranial) autopsy procedure and you’ll find that the doubts first raised by Groody and Baumgardner are entirely 


(And incidentally, both Groody and Baumgardner have confirmedjthat the FBI did fingerprint the body of Lee 
Harvey Oswald on the morning of November 25, 1963. Both hands were covered with ink and it took Baumgard- 
ner some time to get it all off). 



THE BACKYARD PHOTOS REVISITED: THE MAGIC RING TRICK by Jack White 

A recent phone call from Bob Cutler prompted me to return to a project I meant to do several years ago 
Bob wanted to know about the Oswald finger rings in the “backyard photos” 133-A and 133-B I had noticed in 
my study of the photos the inconsistencies he asked about, but had never published anything on it So here you 


are, Bob. a 1 

In 133-B, at left, a prominent ring is plainly seen on the LHO third finger, right hand. In 133-A, at right no ring 
can be seen, although there may possibly be a ring on the left hand. Does it make any sense for a person to 
switch rings between poses? 

In all the other photos I’ve looked at, I’ve never noticed a ring of any sort on Oswald’s right hand, although I 
have noticed a wedding band on the left hand in some photos. Has anyone else noticed a right-hand ring? 

Another item of interest is the LHO left wrist in 133-B, at left. Note the dark shadow (beneath the bright spot on 
the wrist) obviously cast by a wrist watch or bracelet. Some photos show Oswald with an identification bracelet 
(too small to cast a shadow like this), but no photos show Oswald with a wrist watch. No list of his possessions 
shows a wrist watch, so far as I know. His mother claimed LHO was left-handed, and most left-handed persons 
would wear watches on the right wrist. F 

Also, the left hand in 133-B seems strangely twisted in holding the papers, and the entire arm is in a most 
awkward position, in 133-A, we see the left shoulder and upper arm, and the left hand holding the rifle...but the 
rest of the upper arm, the elbow, and the forearm are not to be seen in the position beside the body where it 
seems they should be. Too, the fingers on the right hand seem much too short and stubby. Compare the middle 
finger on each hand; measure from the middle joint to tip on each and you’ll find the right finger is one finger- 
J °' n * t0 ° , short! Another way of judging is that the middle joint should be halfway between knuckle and tip- 
m ®® s “ r ®. J° r yourself and you’ll see that all four right fingers are nearly an inch short. 

We d llke to hear fr om any of you who know about the rings, watch or bracelet, or missing anatomy parts. 








Chappaquiddick records were withheld 

Phone company only submitted one of four lists of Kennedy's calls 















Hinckley gravely ill in likely suicide attempt 
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Chevrolet - I guess he's still fascinated with a line cars commercials for his employer, late 
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